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"Huh, as to the South Sea Islands, our possession is a foregone con-
clusion, because in 1915 the Allies promised them to us as our portion
of the spoils should we win the war. And Tsingtao was held by the
Kaiser in the same way that the Czar held Liaotung Peninsula at the
time of the Russo-Nipponese War, as a result of which we got the
Peninsula. But don't you think we'd better return Tsingtao to China
for the sake of our future comradeship in the Orient?"

"Ah, Genro Yamagata and Genro Saionji, I am sorry to be late."

Genro Matsukata came in slowly. As he sat down he said: "Accept
my humble thanks and also my congratulations for your consent to
head our delegation to the Paris Peace Conference." Turning to the
Field Marshal, he said, "Thank you, also, Genro Yamagata, for your
effort to induce Marquis Saionji to take this great task upon his shoul-
ders." He paused, and then suggested, "Shall we proceed to request
His Majesty's audience so that we may make our report to the Throne
and have the Marquis' appointment made official?"

The three white-haired men nodded to each other.